in a manner that it could help correct distortions of development faced
by tribal communities. Consequently the' friction between the state and
Naxals is increasing, diversified by factionalization of the movement.
Wither Welfare State - Groping  in Day-light
The Vision
The first Prime Minister of independent India reflected upon the
tribal situation and three distinct options with regard to its tribal
population. The three options were : (a) leave the tribals alone, and allow
them to continue to live in relative isolation untouched by modern
civilization and the process of socio-economic change; (b) bring them
into the mainstream of national development and integrate them, socially,
economically, politically and culturally a merger without leaving any
distinctive identity; and (c) protect and promote the essence and best
of their traditions and culture, even as they are provided the benefits of
modern science, medicine, education as a part of the process of
development. Nehru had strongly projected the third as the best
alternative, that meshed with the vision of India, the Preamble, the
Directive Principles, the Fundamental Rights and various other policy
perspectives adumbrated in the various policy statements.
Apart from articulating the canons of a Democratic Republic as
applicable to all citizens - egalitarianism, universal adult franchise, etc.,
we had evolved specific policy measures such as "protective
discrimination" in order to provide a fillip to the weak and the
disadvantaged so that they do not lag behind, for all times. Even the
process of socio-economic development was designed, in explicit terms,
to minimise regional imbalances and to promote accelerated
development of people lagging behind in socio-economic terms.
We had gone further in providing for special tribal components
(Integrated Tribal Develcjpment Plan) in our design for planned social
change, created special instrumentalities like the Commissioner jor
Scheduled Tribes, (to oversee and monitor the process and impact of
development), the Girijan Development Cooperative Corporation, and the
like in order to eliminate 'middlemen', and, to provide a thrust in
translating policy into reality.
Distortions in  Policy Process
Complex social problems call for matching (adequate and
appropriate) responses, often a judicious mix of socio-economic-
psychological components evolved through public debate and political
process of problem identification, definition and consensus, within the
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